REPORT OF THE MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL
COMMISSION FOR CATECHESIS

2011-2012

The Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Commission tatechesis is happy
to present before the honorable Synod of BishopthefSyro-Malabar Church the

report regarding its main activities from Augustl20
M eetings

In the report year, since August 2011, there weve fliocesan directors’
meetings held to discuss and coordinate variousiées of the commission. Besides
that, expert committee of the SMCC held four megdito examine and authenticate
the language of the English edition of our texaspitepare the final draft of the books
‘Guidelines to ParentsandPreshithayaya Syro Malabarsabhhge booklet published

in connection with the mission year and to finakodolarship schedules.

The Syro Malabar Catechetical Committee (SMCC) mgetwith diocesan
directors, expert committee members and diocespresentatives, was held from
March 14" and 18" at Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad. It proposed creativggestions
and proposals for the mission and vision of theeClaétical Commission. Besides,

there was also a session on the apostolic |&tata Fidel

Publication
1. Catechism Text

In the current year we were able to publish theliEhgranslation of the
Catechism text for Std. XI and XII. At present tt@mmission publishes catechism
texts up to Std. XIl in Malayalam and English. Alle Syro-Malabar dioceses in
Kerala use Malayalam text and dioceses outside |[Keaad various centers of

catechesis use English, Hindi, Kannada and Taranistations of our text for their



Sunday catechesis. Another important contributibthe Catechetical commission is
the publication of teachers’ guide based on ourstekexts up to Std. X have already

been published.
2. Supplementary tex®reshitayaya Syro Malabar Sabha

In connection with the mission year celebrations of our Churche t
commission has published a bookireshithayaya Syro Malabarsabhia, October.
All the dioceses used this text as supplementattyitethe last academic year of the

Sunday schools.
Office blessing

On 23" September new office room for the commission wasded by the
Bishop Mar Jacob Manathodath, the chairman of themission. At present the
commission has a full fledged office at Mount Shomas, with a fulltime office

secretary, Sr. Phoncy CHF.
Website Launching and Logo Rel easing

On December 1B we accomplished the launching of a website,
Syromalabarcatechesis.org. It provides generarimébion on the functioning of the
Catechetical Commission, teaching aids, variouglad relating to the catechetical
ministry, catechetical documents and Sunday sermbmsre is also a provision to

solicit questions and we give the answers throughike

On 10" January His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal Alenchegleased the

official logo of the catechetical Commission.
Schol ar ship Examination and Prathibhasangamam

For the first time, Syro-Malabar Church level s@ship examinations for the
students of VIl and X classes were conducted byGatechetical Commission and it

was held on April 14th at various centers. MorentB800 students participated in



each section. List of the scholarship winners hbeen already published. The

scholarship will be awarded in December.

Prathibhasangamamthree days get together of the selected students wh
made outstanding performance in the XlII standardwfSunday schools in various
dioceses in Kerala, was held from™2® 30" December at Mount St. Thomas. It was
conducted to create an interest among the studentttend the faith formation
classes at the higher secondary level and to giventegral Christian vision to the
final year students of our Sunday schools. Theigpants were selected through
various programmes conducted at parish, forane, ddmdesan levels. 51 students
from 13 dioceses participated in the Syro MalabaurCh levelPrathibhasangamam
After evaluating the intellectual, spiritual andcsd maturity of the participants
through the various levels of programmes, Mastewvelda Joemon from the
archdiocese of Changanachery and kumari Jane Mafyol the archdiocese of
Trichur were selected for therathibha PuraskaramWe keep in contact with them
and hope that within a few years we will be ableteate a group of youngsters who
can contribute much and really be a powerful wisnesthe faith formation ministry

of our Church.
Financial Status

The only financial resource for the functioning ttfe Commission is the
income received from the sale of textbooks. Inphevious financial year we could
contribute Rs. 1,20,000 towards the establishmbatge to the Curia. At present we
have Rs. 7,63,354 in our bank account. Detailedipte and payment account is also

attached with this report.
Our Future Plans

1. Publication

The future plan of our commission is to publisbaok in Malayalam of 150

pages as a ‘guideline to the parents’ in the flatmation of their children. The first



draft of this book is already prepared and semxXaert committee members for their
evaluation. We hope to publish this book in Octoére drafting committee of the
text book on Mystagogical Catechesis held threetimgein the year and its work is

in progress.
2. Power Point presentation of the Catechism text

As a teaching aid to catechists we are prepdiogeer Point presentation of
the catechism text. We hope that this will makedaechism class more attractive to
the students and create interest among them ina§uwsthool. By using the advanced
technology ofprotshowthe presentation for standard Il is already pregaand we
hope to prepare it for all classes in this schalagtar. Besides we are planning to
prepare various teaching aids to catechist to tiedm to make their ministry more

effective and fruitful.
3. Prathibhasangamam

By seeing the great acceptance of tReathibhasangamamamong the
students, in this scholastic year the commissio dranouncedangamanfor the
students of the VlIth standard in addition to Xiaisdard. Church levedangamamm
conducted on 27, 2&81d 24" December 20012 for the XII standard and that fdr V
standard will be in April 2013.

4. Training Programmes

In the coming year we are planning to conduct moaming programmes to
form a resource team who can facilitate properning to the catechist at the
diocesan level. Moreover we are planning a trairpnggramme regarding the need

and possibility of internet catechesis.

We take this opportunity to express our sincerdgefuness to Mar Jacob
Manathodath, Chairman of the Catechetical Commmssibar Pauly Kannookadan
and Mar Joseph Pandarasseril, Episcopal membertheofCommission for their

guidance and unstinted support for the activitiehe Commission. In a special way



we express our sincere gratitude to Mar George i@ardAlencherry, Major
Archbishop, all the Bishops of the Synod, membeds staff of Mount St Thomas for
the words of encouragement and wholehearted coi@eraExpecting your

continued support and requesting your valuablegmsagnd blessings,

Yours faithfully,

20.08.2012 Fr. George Danavelil

Secretary



